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hours on foot; some were engaged in reciting the Koran or
prayers, while the worldly and impenitent quarrelled with their
camel drivers. The hill was entirely covered, for in addition to
the pilgrims, the inhabitants of Mecca and of Jidda consider
it their duty to attend. At three in the afternoon the Kadhi
took his stand, and read a sermon till sunset, at intervals
stretching forth his hands to invoke the divine blessing on the
immense multitude, who rent the air with shouting in return
the Lebik, cc Here we are at thy disposal, O God!" Some were
crying and beating their breasts, and confessing themselves
to be grievous sinners, in the style of an American camp-
meeting, while others mocked them, or smoked with oriental
gravity, and some to intoxication with forbidden hemp. The
Kadhi's shutting his book was the signal for a general rush down
the hill, as it is thought meritorious in pilgrims to quicken their
pace. The tents had been previously packed up, and the caravan
was ready to return. According to a tradition, there are 600,000
beings present, angels making up the deficiency of human at-
tendants. The latter were estimated by Ali Bey at 83,000, by
Burckhardt at 70,000, and by Burton at 50,000, who adds, that
in the succeeding year the number was reduced one-half.
The night was passed at an. intermediate station, Mazdalifa,
in prayer and reciting the Koran, and here a shorter sermon
was read, between the dawn and sunrise. The multitude
then returned to the valley of Mina, where each pilgrim
throws, in three places, seven small pebbles, in imitation of
Abraham, whom God is said to have instructed thus to
drive away the devil, who endeavoured to interrupt his
prayer, and to tempt him to disobey the command to sacrifice
his son. This ceremony over, they slay their victims, and feast
on them with their friends, giving what remains to the poor,
but using no sacrificial rites, only saying, " In the name of
the merciful God!" and " God is great!" Burckhardt guessed
that they must have sacrificed eight thousand sheep and goats.
The pilgrims remain on the spot two days more, and on each
they repeat the throwing the pebbles. They now shave their
heads and cut their nails, a,nd bury the hair and parings, and
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